
 

 

 

 
 

 

District 97 Board Candidate Responses to Collaboration Survey, 2017 
  

Candidates were asked two questions:  

1. What are your views on the role of the D97 board in achieving the goal of assuring access to 

affordable, high quality easy childhood care and education and support to parents for all families? \ 

2. If elected, would achieving the vision of an integrated and high-quality early childhood system as 

outlined in the one-page overview attached to this email be a priority for you as a policy maker? If yes, 

then what steps would you propose to further this plan as a priority? If no, then what items do you view as 

higher priorities and why? 
 
 

Rob Breymaier 

As you know, I am very supportive of the work of the Collaborative and believe strongly in the social and 

economic value of high-quality early childhood education. Continuing support will be among my 

priorities. I don't know that I have a specific answer about how to further the plan but I will certainly be 

interested in working together to improve and enhance our partnership and our outcomes. 

 

Keecia Broy 

1. Early childhood education is incredibly important in ensuring both excellence and equity in D97 

schools. As a result, I think the D97 school board should support and advance early childhood education 

initiatives that are most effective in ensuring academic and social-emotional readiness for all children 

entering the school district. I also think D97 strategic plan/vision should integrate early childhood support 

as a strategy for fostering excellence and equity in D97 schools. I think the Collaborative is an incredible 

community resource and commend them for their visionary approach and the support and services they 

provide to the babies and children in our village.  

 

2. If elected, I would support and prioritize an integrated and high-quality early childhood system. If 

elected, Iôd also like to hear progress toward goals on these initiatives as well as the cost-effectiveness of 

the programming. Whether the referenda pass or fail, moving forward the school board must weigh the 

costs of the important and critical services the Collaborative provides with their effectiveness, and focus 

on those programs/activities that yield the best benefits for kids and the school district. 

 

Heather Claxton-Douglas 

To start off, I want to say that I fully support the Collaboration for Early Childcare and what you are 

doing.  I've read the studies and I understand the benefits of high quality education at an early age, not just 

for the children but for the whole family.  
 

Your first question is, "What is the role of D97 in ensuring access to high quality education" 

I know that D97  

¶ provides funding for the CEC,  

¶ works with the CEC to identify families with high risk children 

¶ runs the PKP program in coordination with the CEC to provide pre-school for high-risk students 

 

If there are other co-programs between D97 and the CEC, I would love to hear about them. 



 

Heather Claxton-Douglas cont. 

Your second question is, "Would I support the integrated system in the one-pager attached in your email." 

I will be honest in that I thought most of the policies in the one-pager were already in place. Yes, I support 

them as they are laid out.  
 

I think the best way for D97 to support the policies in the one-pager is to be a liaison between the CEC 

(hopefully, one of many liaisons) and the public. For instance, my family has a history of Attention Deficit 

Disorder, and I had no idea that my children were considered "high-risk" until we tried to enroll them at 

the Oak Park River Forest Day Nursery. I knew about the CEC, but I didn't even consider having my child 

screened until the Day Nursery suggested it. I think that experience is key -- I was more likely to trust the 

recommendation of a daycare provider, or a school teacher, than seek out help from a foundation I knew 

very little about.  Perhaps that's where D97 can help the most, by providing a portal that parents 

automatically trust and are willing to seek services from. 
 

Katherine Murray -Liebl  

1. Our third child is currently enrolled in Oak Parkôs PKP program.  I have seen the direct and long-lasting 

effects of the support provided by the PKP program, its resources and its staff.  I believe that it is essential 

that all six taxing bodies (especially D97 and D200) remain fully committed to ensure high-quality and 

affordable early childhood care, education and support for all families in Oak Park.  There is no better use 

of our tax dollars than investing in our children at the earliest stages of their education.  Supporting 

parents and children during the early childhood years while they navigate the world of education 

(sometimes coupled with the additional stress of various risk factors affecting their children) can only 

benefit our community in the long run.  My family entered the PKP program 9 years ago with our oldest 

child.  I can say that we are still relying on the advice, the educational models, and the continued support 

of relationships with teachers, staff and other parents that were offered to us before, during and after each 

of our children participated in the PKP program.  Thank you! 
 

2. Absolutely.  An integrated and high-quality early childhood system would be a priority for me if elected 

to the D97 board.  Collaboration between all early childhood providers and our D97 schools is of vital 

importance if we hope to achieve equal educational access for all of our students and give each student in 

our care an equal chance at educational success.  I believe that it should be our goal as a community to 

seek out and identify families in need of support, and not only the financial support that goes hand in hand 

with providing early childhood education, but also support for families that are experiencing 

overwhelming barriers because of various risk factors. 
 

 I would love to see a few pieces added to our current program offerings.  For example, while 

forming relationships with other PKP students and their families, it has become apparent to me that there 

is a gap in our programming for students who may technically meet the age requirement for kindergarten 

but who are not at a kindergarten-readiness level.  This period of time between early childhood and the 

start of kindergarten is critical for our most vulnerable children.  As it stands now, for example, our PKP 

program is not able to offer an option to parents who feel as if their children are not quite ready to enter 

kindergarten (and may only meet the age requirement by a week or a month).  This forces parents to make 

a decision for their child that they may not be ready to make.  At that point, the only options are to send 

the child ahead to kindergarten knowing they will not be fully ready or to place the child in another 

program for the year in between, which is costly. The main concern that I see other than the cost is that 

when you have a child who has been given the proper support of a program like PKP and then force them 

to spend a year ñin limboò in a program that may not be able to fulfill their needs, we are losing some of 

the benefits of the years spent in PKP.  I would love to see the possibility of an extended year of early 

childhood education offered to students not quite ready to enter kindergarten. Remaining in the care of our 

Early Childhood Collaboration partners would only boost their chance of success going forward.  An 

extended year of programming would align with our community's desire to make sure that each child has 

the full support that they need. 



 

Katherine Murray -Liebl  cont. 

 I would also like to see us keep an open mind when it comes to the needs of the 

community.  While my children have been in PKP, we have benefited from learning and growing with 

people whose needs were both similar to and different from our own.  I hope that we can continue to offer 

programming to families with various risk factors, income levels, and backgrounds.  It became apparent to 

us as a family very early on in our PKP experience that value and support came from so many different 

directions:  teachers and staff, resources, talking with other parents, students learning from peers socially, 

emotionally, academically, and physically.  We all had something to offer one another.  We created a 

village of support for ourselves in addition to the support provided by the program.  I am fearful of a 

future where we have to limit our offerings based on income alone.  I am hopeful that together, as a 

community that includes parents, educators, and community leadership, we can come up with solutions in 

order to provide continuous support to all families. 

 

David Yamashita 

I have publically stated my support and understanding of the importance the Collaboration for Early 

Childhood in trying to change the risk of poor outcomes and limitations for success for children without 

necessary early appropriate support, stimulation and development.  Although I know better, I would like 

to believe that this is a widely held ñcommon senseò belief.  In light of the widespread skepticism I am 

encountering on whether the current Board of Education is not wasting taxpayer dollars, it is crucial that 

we provide data supporting the performance of providers and overall impact/improvement measurements 

to openly justify the investment.  As is stated in your summary, Professional Development to ensure a 

higher and consistent level of provider performance is a key resource and required metric.   I have little 

doubt that these data will be provided to justify past investments, as we consider extending the current 

contract for the collaboration.  This program will remain a high priority investment for the next board if I 

am fortunate to be elected.  

  

I am including the text that is part of my position statement that I am providing to voters as the primary 

tactic in my campaign:  

 

Addressing Equity and Performance 
The performance disparity of many students is of great concern to all candidates running for office and 

those currently on the board.   

 

Commitment to Early Childhood Education …. My professional experience in healthcare emphasized 

ñpreventive medicineò to intervene at the earliest stages of symptoms, when less expensive and more 

curative outcomes are likely to be achieved. Treating a bigger problem later is typically more expensive 

and yields poorer outcomes.  A similar approach in the earliest grades might minimize the numbers and 

magnitude of the student disparity outcomes, now being seen. 

Early intervention in pre-K students is supported by the district, and other Oak Park governmental bodies 

and agencies, providing free early educational support.  Persistent and creative new measures should be 

tried to get as many of the high-risk children into this resource.  Similar identification efforts, and creative, 

engaging programs should be fully supported, as at-risk students enter our earliest grades. 

  

My biggest concern for this commitment is non-passage of the operating fund referendum. The dynamics 

and calculus that itôs failure will require the Board of Education to greatly increase the scrutiny on 

expenditures.  Documentation and justification of each financial commitment will be paramount.  My 

belief is that every effort will be made to continue the commitment to Early Childhood. 

 

 


